
THE FIRST STUDY TOUR -  8th August 2019 
We have always wanted our children to have an open mind to broaden 
their level of imagination and dreams. Unfortunately, they are exposed to 
very little and are ignorant about what is beyond Ogooma. The school 
took a step to give the children in P.6 and P.7 a chance to tour and travel 
from the east to the central part of the country – the Capital city. This 
study tour would give them a visual experience of other parts of the 
country; they were going to visit the Entebbe International airport so 
that they could get motivated to work hard and explore the world. It 
would also expose them to the possibility of various career paths to take. 
The children would also visit the zoo Uganda Wildlife Education Centre 
and see interesting animals that they wouldn’t see in the village. The 
experience was to stimulate their minds into loving the plants and 
animals and also learn to preserve their environment. They were to enjoy 
a session at the Uganda Parliament to experience the tension and fun 
when decisions are being made.  This would also motivate them to pick 
interest in the politics of the country and promote patriotism. The 
debates would open their minds to various factors they probably never 
thought of. And lastly, the Museum was going to give them a burst of all 
items and facts in Uganda from the Stone Age to the digital age.  

The main purpose of the tour was to open up their minds to the 
possibilities of success in the country through education.  It would also 
aid them to create a clear path and show them the various careers that 
they could take. The children were able to also see all types of people 
working in the streets of Kampala and were encouraged to seek education 
in order to be competitive in the employment sector when they are of 
age.  
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How do we know that the children’s mindsets changed after the tour? 

The children were given a surprise test 3 days after the tour. They were 
asked questions regarding the spots visited, what they learnt and how it 
changed their lives. The children were also asked about what they would 
never forget individually and what they hated about the trip. 

We are proud to announce that the children passed the test .83% of the 
children passed the test with an A.  They were able to remember what 
they saw and what they were taught at all the sites visited. This is 
already an indicator that the children have benefited from the trip. 

 

The children taking the quick study tour test. It covered questions 
concerning all sites visited and the children were able to remember 
so many details. 

What did they learn from the tour? 

Earlier, I mentioned that the children took a quick test about their 
experience in the tour including what they learned. It also included how 
the tour changed them and what inspired them. Most of the children in 
the candidate class desire to seek higher education in order to work in 
parliament. The fact that the session they attended was talking about the 
youth and the unemployment issue in the country inspired most of them. 
So, we believe in future, they can go back to parliament and change the 
lives of the other children in the village and the country in general. The 
girls have promised to further their education instead of getting married 
at a young age which is happening to their age mates in the village.  
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The children at parliament before the session with the guides. They 
had their lunch in the parliament canteen 

 

Participatory learning at the Uganda wildlife Education Centre 
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Some children were inspired to become rangers and were exposed to the 
fact that they can save animals and plants. They loved their tour guide so 
much that they want to be like him. He was so familiar with the plants 
and animals and able to speak various languages. Some of them also 
wished to one day work at the airport. Some of the boys were inspired to 
become pilots and experience the life in air. Most of the children clearly 
got to increase on their knowledge about the places in the country, the 
various animals and plant species. Most of the children also testified that 
they got to see traffic lights and traffic jam for the first time. It is 
amazing how they saw items that existed before them. The excitement 
on their faces at the museum was priceless. 

  

The children at the museum. They were checking out some of the 
lifestyles in the earlier years of Uganda 

.   
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It will not be forgotten to say that they had a lot of fun in this study 

tour.  

 

What impact did this tour have on the community? 

Parents and guardians of children studying in TOUCH school forwarded 
utmost gratitude for giving the children a chance to explore beyond their 
homes/community. The parents/guardians promise to work harder in 
order to grant more study opportunities for their children. 

So many parents and guardians of the children in the classes that did not 
attend the tour believe for more of these chances for their children come 
next year or next opportunity.  

It has been observed by the community how the trip has built the 
confidence of some of their children. They have already reported cases of 
added effort in school and participation in productive activities. 
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Confidence raised in most of the children who attended the tour. 

We surely hope to give the children more of these chances as it seems 
open up their minds to more possibilities and builds their confidence. 

However, the children did not like the traffic jam and the fact that they 
had to travel at night. Most of them realized that they missed to see 
various things like the Mabira forest, the Owen falls dam, the sugar and 
tea plantations because it was dark. But the children also enjoyed the 
view of so many lights that looked like stars as they travelled. 

Some of the sights that the children were able to see from the tour. 
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All these things they study at school and see in pictures only, now they 
are able to relate. 

Reported by Kaladi Peace T. 
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